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The Art of Photography 
Today -   2  

 
 
The Camera Obscura Gallery 
presents the second annual fine 
art photography competition, 
The Art of Photography Today 2. 
The exhibition runs from De-
cember 10, 2010 through Febru-
ary 5, 2011. 

  
  We were gratified with the 

response of 231 photographers 
from six countries with a total of 
923 images in 

 
Guilin, China                                                   ©Michael Flicek 

 
four categories: Abstract & Ex-
perimental, Landscape & Nature, 
People, and Urban & Architecture.   

The jurors, Hal Gould and 
Loretta Young-Gautier, spent eight 
days of assiduous effort to select 

96 photographs by 81 artists from 
11 different US states to be shown 
in four exhibition spaces of The 
Camera Obscura Gallery.  The ex-
hibition selection includes black & 
white and color images using both 
experimental and traditional photo-
graphic methodology, including 
three-dimensional compositions. 

 
The art of photography has 

seen tremendous change in the 
last few decades.  The increasing 
presence of digital imaging has 
added new dimension to creative 
expression and technical excel-
lence.  Entrants to The Art Of Pho-
tography Today 2 ranged from 
novice to pro creating a broad 
spectrum of distinctive work.   

 
The mansion of photogra-

phy has many rooms as exempli-
fied by the myriad of images in this 
exhibition.  Be sure to take a sec-
ond look at the provocative ab-
stract image by Gary Engle of 
Fairview, Ohio, entitled Obsessive 
Emulsion Disorder #12, created 
without a camera in the darkroom 
by adroit and laborious manipula-
tion of the silver gelatin film. 

 
We believe this exhibition is 

an epic example that photography 
is the most dynamic medium for 
artistic expression of the 21st Cen-
tury.  The Camera Obscura Gallery 
will present cash awards and cer-
tificates of merit at the opening re-
ception on December 10.   

 
Once again, we would like 

to gratefully acknowledge the in-
valuable assistance of our exhibit 
coordinator, Beth Nelson.  Thank 
you Beth! 
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HAPPENINGS  
�
�

Book Signing 
 with Christopher Brown  

 
Join us at The Camera Ob-

scura Gallery on Thursday eve-
ning, December 16 with photogra-
pher Christopher Brown for a sign-
ing of his beautiful new book, “Path 
of Beauty:  Photographic Adven-
tures in the Grand Canyon” (St. 
Martin’s Press, 2010).  Christopher 
will be present from 5:30 to 8:30 
PM.  Signed books make a great 
last minute gift idea!  Brown’s 
original photographs will also be on 
display and available for sale.    
Visit our website for a preview.  

 
 
 

Denver Month of Photography 
   

During the month of March 
2011, Denver will hold the title of 
Photographic Capitol of America, 
a citywide and regional celebra-
tion of photography and gathering 
of photographers, collectors, cura-
tors and educators.  The Denver 
MOP is the city’s third biannual 
event and will include exhibitions, 
lectures, workshops and intensive 
portfolio reviews.   
Visit monthofphotogra-
phy.blogspot.com for information. 
 
 
 

PhotoNOLA 2010 
   

PhotoNOLA, New Orleans’ 
fifth annual festival of photography 
will take place with events 
throughout the city from Decem-
ber 2—11.  Coordinated by the 
New Orleans Photo Alliance in 
partnership with galleries, muse-
ums and photographers, 
PhotoNOLA celebrates photogra-
phy with exhibitions, portfolio re-
views, lectures and workshops.  
www.photonola.org     
 

 

 
Hal Gould Retrospective 

 in Durango 
   

The Open Shutter Gallery 
in Durango, Colorado will host a 
retrospective exhibition of the 
work of Camera Obscura Gallery 
owner, Hal Gould.  The show 
opens on January 28 and runs 
through March 17.  The Open 
Shutter Gallery is located at 735 
Main Avenue in Durango.  
www.openshuttergallery.com  

 
 
 

HCP  Print Auction 
   

The Houston Center for Photog-
raphy will hold its annual print 
auction on Wednesday, February 
23, 2011.   Numerous vintage and 
contemporary prints donated by 
artists, galleries and collectors 
worldwide will go on the block for 
this fundraising event.  One-
hundred percent of the proceeds 
go directly to support HCP exhibi-
tions, educational initiatives, out-
reach programs, and the award 
winning publication SPOT maga-
zine.  An accompanying exhibition 
will be held from January 13—
February 19, 2011. Visit 
www.hcponline.org for more in-
formation.  

 
 
 
 

2011 AIPAD Show 
   

The Association of Interna-
tional Photography Art Dealers an-
nual Photo Show will be held from 
March 17—20 at The Park Avenue 
Armory in New York.   A Gala 
Benefit Preview will be held on 
March 16.  Proceeds will go to the 
John Szarkowski Fund for photog-
raphy acquisitions at the Museum 
of Modern Art. www.aipad.com 

 
 

 
 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
 
 
Herman Leonard (1923—2010 ) 

 
Renowned jazz and celebrity 

photographer Herman Leonard 
passed away in August.  He was 87.   

Best known for his iconic 
portraits of jazz, Leonard’s 
apprenticeship with Yousuf Karsh   
gave him valuable experience 
photographing public personalities 
such as Albert Einstein, Harry 
Truman and Martha Graham.   In 
1948, he opened his first studio in 
New York's Greenwich Village. He 
spent his evenings at the Royal 
Roost and then Birdland, where he 
began his work  photographing great 
jazz musicians: Dizzy Gillespie, Billie 
Holiday, Duke Ellington, Miles Davis 
and others.  Leonard was employed 
in 1956 by Marlon Brando as his 
personal photographer and later 
moved to Paris where he lived until 
1988.   

In 1989, Herman Leonard 
briefly moved to San Francisco, but 
after an exhibition at A Gallery for 
Fine Photography in New Orleans, 
he fell in love with that city and made 
it his home for the next fourteen 
years, absorbing its lively jazz and 
blues scene. In 2005, Hurricane 
Katrina destroyed Leonard's home 
and studio.  He lost much property, 
including 8,000 prints.   

Herman Leonard's jazz 
photographs are highly collected and 
provide a valuable record of the jazz 
movement in the 1940s, ‘50s and 
‘60s.  His work is now part of the 
American Musical History Archives 
in the Smithsonian Museum in 
Washington, D.C. He was recipient 
of the coveted Lucie Award and 
received an honorary doctorate from 
Ohio University.   The Camera 
Obscura Gallery held an exhibition of 
his work entitled  from September 28 
through October 28, 1990.  He was 
present at the opening reception.  

 
 



EXHIBITIONS 
 
 
Denver Art Museum, 720-865-5000,   

Robert Benjamin:  Notes From a 
Quiet Life, through May 29, 
2011.  

Museum of Contemporary Art, Den-
ver, 303.298.7554.  Isca 
Greenfield Sanders. 

Edge Gallery, Denver, 303.477.7173, 
Colorado Photographic Art Cen-
ter’ss Member’s Juried Show,  
opening Jan 7, 2011. 

Flash Gallery, Lakewood, CO, 
303.837.1341  Call for current 
show information. 

Mary Williams Fine Art, Boulder,  CO 
303.938.1588,  Path of Beauty:  
Three Visions of the Grand Can-
yon, Photographs by Christopher 
Brown, Paintings by Elizabeth 
Black, and antique prints from 
Mary Williams           Fine Arts, 
through Dec 15. 

Open Shutter Gallery, Durango, 
Abyssinia:  Photography by Joey 
L., through Dec 1.  

Kimball Art Center, Park City, UT, 
Carolyn Guild:  Affirmations of 
Spirit and Photographs by Ansel 
Adams, through Jan 12, 2011. 

SF Museum of Modern Art, San Fran-
cisco, Henri Cartier-Bresson: 
The Modern Century,  through 
Jan 30. 

J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles, 
In Focus: Still Life, through Jan 
23, 2011. 

Museum of Photographic Arts, San 
Diego, CA New Realities:  Jerry 
N. Uelsmann and Maggie Taylor,   
through Jan 30,2011. 

Center for Creative Photography, 
Tucson, AZ, Face to Face:   150 
Years of Photographic Portraiture, 
Dec. 28—March 11. 

Verve Gallery of Photography, Santa 
Fe, Beautifully Wild:  Ralph Lee 
Hopkins and Huntington Witherill, 
through Jan 8, 2011. 

A Gallery for Fine Photography, New 
Orleans, Michael Kenna, Dec 2—
Jan 11.  Also on display: Herman 
Leonard Retrospective, through 
December; and Sebastiao 
Salgado, through January.  

The National Gallery of Art, Washing-
ton, DC, Picturing the Victorians:  
British Photography From the De-
partment of Image Collection,  
through Jan 28, 2011. 

International Center of Photography, 
NYC, For The Mexican Suitcase: 

Rediscovered Spanish Civil War 
Negatives by Capa, Taro and 
Chim, and Cuba in Revolution 
both through Jan 9.  

Museum of Modern Art,  NYC, Pic-
tures by Women:  A History of 
Modern Photography, through 
March 21, 2011. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY, 
Stieglitz, Steichen, Strand,  and 
Our Future is in the Air:  Photo-
graphs from 1910s, both through 
April 10, 2011. 

George Eastman House, Rochester, 
NY, Taking Aim:  Unforgettable 
Rock-N-Roll Photographs Se-
lected by Graham Nash, through 
Jan 30, 2011   

 
 
 

Auction Report  
 

The autumn photographic 
auctions in New York presented a 
lavish variety of high quality col-
lectibles, including an important 
collection of 74 rare daguerreo-
types.  The reserves were reason-
able with bargains galore, validat-
ing that the photographic art mar-
ket is viable and kicking vigorously!   

On Wednesday, October 6 
and Thursday, October 7,  
Christie’s presented their regular 
auction of 349 lots, of which 251 
sold for a total of $5,591,537.  
Highest priced sales were:  Ansel 
Adams (1902—1984) Grand Te-
tons and Snake River, Wyo, 1942, 
mural, 31x45”,  est. $150,000—
250,000, sold for $338, 500; his 
15x19” Winter Sunrise, Lone Pine, 
1944, est. $25,000—35,000, 
brought $50,000; Irving Penn 
(1917—2009), Mouth, New York, 
1986,  est. $100,000—150,000, 
went for $176,500; another Penn, 
The Palm of Miles Davis, NY, 
1986, est. $30,000—50,000, sold 
for $146,000; Man Ray (1890—
1976), Nude with Shadow (solar-
ized), est. $70,000—90,000, went 
for $146,000; William Eggleston 
(1939--) Untitled (girl on road), 
Mississippi, 1970, est. $40,000—
60,000, brought $$98,500. W. 
Eugene Smith (1918—1978) To-
moko in Her Bath Minimata, Japan, 

1972, 8x13” gift from Aileen Smith 
to William H.Johnson, est. 
$7,000—9,000, sold for $13,750.  

Thursday evening October 
7, Christie’s held their “Historic 
Photographic Grand Tour” sale of 
74 daguerreotypes by Joseph-
Philibert Girault des Prangey 
(1804—1892) in 1841, 1842, and 
1843 on a three year journey to 
Egypt, Asia Minor, Syria and Pales-
tine.  73 of the 74 images sold for a 
total of $2,873,375.  Top sale was 
Estude Plantes, 7 ½ x 7 ½ , Paris, 
1841, est. $140,000—160,000, 
went for $292,500; A Self Portrait, 
5x4”, est. $30,000—50,000, sold 
for $194,500.  Most all other im-
ages were of his foreign travels; all 
sold for two to three times the es-
timate.  

On October 19th Swann’s 
offered their sale of 363 lots.  Top 
sales were:  Adam Clark Vroman 
(1856—1916),  an extraordinary 
album entitled A Trip to Snake 
Dance, Mogui—Indian Towns and 
Petrified Forests of Arizona, with 
76 platinum prints, est. $30,000, 
sold for $48,000; Roman Vishniac 
(1897—1990) portfolio entitled The 
Vanishing World, with 12 photo-
graphs depicting the life of Polish 
Jews in the 1930s, est. $25,000—
35,000, brought $43,200; Emmet 
Gowin (1941--), Concerning Alfred 
Stieglitz and Myself, text plus 
evocative photographs, est. 
$25,000—35,000, went for 
$33,600.  

 
 
 
 

 Quarterly Quotes 
   

“Photography is not about the thing 
photographed. It is about how that 
thing looks photographed.” 
 

Garry Winogrand  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


